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Introduction
Samoa, which changed its name from Western Samoa in July 1997, is a group of 9 islands situated in the South Pacific, east of the International Date Line. At various stages, it has been administered by Britain, Germany and New Zealand. Samoa, where English is the language of government and commerce, became independent in 1962 and retains a parliamentary form of government. Since independence, it has developed into a politically stable nation. 
Law and Taxation
Samoa's offshore corporate legislation was originally introduced in the late 1980s and was based on Cook Islands Currently, International Companies Act 1987 regulates the formation and operation of international companies which is very stable as a legal regime.
International Companies Act 1987 now includes numerous enhancements, making it more user-friendly to suit the requirements of the Asian market. Of particular note are the following:- 
1. Chinese character names (and other foreign languages) are permitted, in addition to English names on the Certificates of Incorporation, in a properly supervised manner;
2. Documents may be filed in any language with English translation and declaration of true translation. We have developed a Chinese language M&A to make Samoan companies even more appealing to Chinese language jurisdictions; 
3. Companies may pay their license fees for 5, 10 or 20 years in advance and substantial discounts are offered to companies that have elected to take up this offer; 
4. In order to attract business from more expensive jurisdictions in difficult economic times, Samoa has, in August 1998, introduced a new legislation that enables the easy migration of companies in a convenient and effective manner. Samoa has also reduced the annual license fees for these companies (no matter what the authorized capital is) and announced a special offer for re-domiciled companies  
Provision has been made to allow the filing of documents and maintenance of accounts by electronic means.
Local Corporate Requirements 
Chinese names are permitted and can be included on a company's Certificate of Incorporation. All companies must have a minimum of one director, one shareholder and a secretary. Corporate directors are permitted and bearer shares are also allowed. All companies must have a Registered Office and a Resident Agent in Samoa which must be a licensed trust company. There are requirements for Samoan companies to prepare Registers of Directors, Secretaries and Members and for these to be kept at the Registered Office. The shareholders may waive the requirements for audited accounts.

There is no minimum capital requirement, and shares may be of no par value. It is not compulsory to prepare financial statements and audited financial accounts for International Company although the company is required to keep such accounts and records as the directors consider necessary to reflect the financial position of the company. 
Local Infrastructure
The local infrastructure in Samoa is presently very sound and improving continually. A number of leading accounting firms have offices in Samoa and there are numerous legal practices. At present there are retail banks in Samoa. Another important feature is the presence of a Chinese Embassy which is particularly helpful when legalizing or apostilling documents required for transactions and business in mainland China.
How Manivest Can Help You

The directors and management of Manivest are professionals in the offshore industry having served the Asia markets for over 23 years. Through our offices in Hong Kong, Shanghai and Macau as well as our associates in other Asia cities, we offer a full range of comprehensive value-added services to professional advisors and their clients. Manivest offers the following services:

· Incorporation of Samoan Company and other types of onshore /offshore companies and structures in other jurisdictions 

· Full corporate management services

· Registered office, business office, mail redirection and business centre (available in selected locations only)

· Accounting services

· Re-invoicing services

· Asset protection and preservation advisory services

· Business establishment services

· Market exploration services                                                July .2010
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